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3ÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ ÆÏÒ 'ÒÁÃÅȭÓ ÔÅÌÅÖÉÓÅÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ  
on cable Channel 16 

Monday  5:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 2:00 a.m., 4:00 p.m., & 11:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 1:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m. 

Thursday 10:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

Friday   7:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m. 

Saturday 4:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday  1:00 a.m., 8:00 a.m., & 10:00 p.m.  

Men of His Word Conference 
 

The 4th annual Men of His Word Conference at the Apache 

and Event Center in Rochester was a great success. Once 

again, there were more than 200 souls studying/worshipping 

our Lord at the conference in Rochester on October 27th. 

Participant survey responses indicated a better use of the  

facilities and broad acknowledgement of the quality of this 

year's presentations! To God be the praise and glory! The 

increasing participation is the result of the ministerial  

efforts to publicize the event in each of your congregations.  

 

Exciting news!!!! -- The 5th Annual Men of HIS Word 

Conference in Rochester Minnesota on October 26, 2019, 

will be at a NEW VENUE. The conference will be moving 

to the Rochester Mayo Civic Center. 

A Note of Thanks 

Dear members of Grace Lutheran, 

Itôs the day before Thanksgiving and I am reviewing 

things from this year for which I am thankful.  I also 

exclaim what Paul did in 1 Thessalonians 3:9 ñHow 

can we thank God enough in return for all the joy we 

have in the presence of God because of you?ò  

I so appreciate your invitation and your kind reception 

at Graceôs Mission Festival this fall.  I thank the Lord 

for your prayers and support for the gospel ministry 

done by The Lutheran Home Association and Jesus 

Cares Ministry.   

As I recall your kindness, I am encouraged and  

renewed.  I thank the Lord for you. 

Yours in the risen Lord, 

Pastor Kenley Mann 

Chaplain 

The Lutheran Home Association 

 

Pastor Mann was our Mission Festival Speaker on 

September 23. 
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Iôm under a lot of stress. 

 

Remember the love of Christ at Christmas! 

Dear members and friends of Grace Lutheran Church, 

                    

Christmas season is in full swing. Corner lots are filled 

with Christmas trees for sale, Colorful lights are  

appearing in every neighborhood. Black Friday and  

Cyber Monday have come and gone, but the  

merchandising world will continue to tempt us with 

deals too good to pass up, right up until December 25. 

How much have things changed since you were a child?  

 

We like to romanticize about the quiet Christmases of 

years gone by. Did you actually go on sleigh rides? 

They can be found today as well. Did you actually go 

Christmas carolling? It is not unheard of today. Was it 

possible to lose sight of Jesus amid all of the shopping 

and busy-ness and Rudolph and Frosty the Snowman?  

 

Many will answer, ñNo. We never lost sight of Jesus.ò If 

only the whole world could say the same! Of course, it 

is not an absolute statement. When we are Christmas 

shopping we have to concentrate on the task at hand, 

and Jesus might not cross our minds for a while. It is the 

same while making Christmas cookies. But to remember 

that Jesus always belongs at the center of Christmas 

makes our memories more than romanticizing. To notice 

the great extent to which God himself is excluded from 

the typical American Christmas today saddens us.  

 

If you put up a Christmas tree this year I am sure you 

will take a step back. You will step back to see if the 

star or the angel on top is straight, you will want to see  

 

 

 

 

if there are any empty spots where ornaments need 

to be filled in, or dark spots where the lights did not 

reach. 

 

We need to remember to step back at times during 

this month of December, to make sure that we have 

everything straight. When we are caught up in the 

glitz of the worldôs ñJesuslessò Christmas, we need 

to step back and see how he fills in the empty spots. 

When the bright lights of Christmas leave us feeling 

dark inside, we need to step back from it all and let 

the light that filled the night when Christ was born 

reach into the darkness of our hearts. When Jesus 

shines brightly with his humble birth and his loving 

mission of salvation for our souls, the empty spots 

can be filled and the darkness flees. ñUnto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

Christ, the Lord!ò 

 

An important way to step back from the worldôs 

Christmas is to gather with your fellow Christians. 

We know this Christmas time as the ñAdvent  

Season.ò Our Advent and Christmas services  

complement our regular Sunday services, as we 

gather around the real center of the season and His 

Word, to be refreshed, to be filled, and to be  

enlightened.  

 
With Christ to fill your hearts and lives, I wish you 
all a Merry Christmas. 

Pastor Hartwig 
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Advent Worship 

Our three Advent services will be at 7:00 p.m. on  

Wednesday evenings starting with December 5, and 

continuing on December 12, and December 19. 

Sunday School Childrenôs Service 
December 23, 9:00 a.m. 

Christmas Eve 
 Candlelight Service, 10:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day 
10:00 a.m. 

New Yearôs Eve 
6:00 p.m. 

Church Decorating for Christmas 

The Advent Services begin on the 

first Wednesday in December, the 

5th.  We would like to have our 

Christmas decorations in place 

before this service.  The Council 

set the date for Saturday,  

December 1, starting at 9:00 a.m. 

Thank you in advance for helping beautify our church 

for the Christmas season. 

Unto Us a Child Is Born 

Advent 2018 
  

It was a night like any other - until the angels of God 

burst into the sky over Bethlehem. "To you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior. He is Christ, the 

Lord!" 

 

"Unto us a child is born," the prophet Isaiah had  

spoken centuries earlier. Was this to be a child like any 

other? He had to be like us to offer his life in payment 

for our sins. But he was not at all like us, in that only his 

holy, precious blood could suffice to wipe away our sin 

and guilt. 

 

In our three services on the Wednesdays of Advent we 

will deepen our understanding of the Child who was 

born to us, by examining three other children who were 

born to us. John the Baptist (December 5) was the 

greatest of all children born to men, according to Jesus' 

own words. Moses (December 12) was the greatest 

leader of men and the one who knew God face to face. 

Cain (December 19) was the sad representation of all 

people; he showed in a devastating way the grim results 

of sin. Jesus was not like any of these. 

 

Unto Us a Child Is Born - Not like John, not like 

Moses, not like Cain. In each of our Advent services we 

will learn better of the love of God who did what we 

could not do for ourselves, by sending his own Son,  

Jesus, to save his people from their sins. 

Pioneer Parents 

Note:  Pioneers will be meeting at 1:15 to 2:45 p.m. on  

December 9 and on December 16 due to Christmas  

program practices. 



 

Recycle 

Old Meditations and Portals of Prayer 

may be saved for the Prison Ministry, 

which sends them out nationwide.  We 

have learned that they do not take  

Forward in Christ. Drop off your old 

copies of the Portals of Prayer and 

Meditations in the church office or in the 

box marked devotion books in the west 

coat room.  The church office hours are 

from 8:30 to 3:00 weekdays.  

Mobile Apps 

WELS now offers mobile apps for both 

the iOS and Android platforms.   

WELS ONLINE collects devotional and 

educational audio, video, and text content 

from WELS.net in an easy-to-use  

application.  
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Hospitalized 

If you are admitted to the hospital, 

have someone contact the church 

office, and Pastor will come to see 

you.  The hospitals do not contact the churches 

because of privacy issues. 

Missing or Address 

Change 

If your birthday or  

anniversary has been 

missing from our lists or 

you have moved, please 

contact the church office, 

and we will update our 

records. 

Meditations 

The current Meditations is on the table 

by the elevator or on the spin rack be-

fore you enter the Fellowship Hall.  

Please help yourself! 

Altar Flowers 

The flower 

chart is posted 

on the inside 

door to the west 

coat room.  If you would 

like to beautify our altar 

on a certain Sunday, 

please fill in the date or 

call the church office to 

make arrangements.  

Many open dates are 

available. 

The 2019 chart will be in 

place soon. 

Messenger 

The Messenger is on our website each month.  If 

you would like to help save printing/mailing costs 

and have the Messenger emailed to you, contact 

the office at Brendaôs email, which is  

blindeman@grace-ssp.org. 

Volunteer Opportunities  

New Day Thrift (formerly Mission Wearhouse 

Thrift Store) in Little Canada is in need of women 

and men to volunteer as cashier, receive and sort 

donations, organize donated books, size clothing, 

put merchandise out in store, or do general  

maintenance.  A monthly or weekly commitment 

is appreciated but is not required.  Even coming 

one time would be a big help. 

Youth groups, ladies organizations, friends, and 

neighbors can volunteer as a group.  Itôs  a great 

way for retirees and stay-at-home moms to get 

out and enjoy fun and fellowship with fellow 

Christians.  High school students, this is an  

excellent and fun way to get service hours!   

Contact us at 651-917-4149. 

DVDs  
If you know of anyone 

who would like the 

weekly DVDs of our 

church service, please 

contact the office at 

(651-451-1035). 

Borrowed items 

If anyone has borrowed 

items from church and 

just forgotten to return 

them, try to drop them 

off soon.  For instance, 

we are missing a hand 

mixer, bowls, etc. from 

the kitchen. If you would 

like to borrow some-

thing, please contact the 

church office to make  

arrangements.  



 

OCTOBERôS ATTENDANCE  
    

 Monday, October 1   7:00 p.m. 18 

 Sunday, October 7  9:00 a.m. 67 Communion: 64 

 Monday, October 8   7:00 p.m. 22 Communion: 19  

 Sunday, October 14  9:00 a.m. 71 

 Monday, October 15   7:00 p.m. 21    

 Sunday, October 21  9:00 a.m. 99 Communion:   97  

 Monday, October 22  7:00 p.m. 17 Communion: 14  

 Sunday, October 28  9:00 a.m. 100  

 Sunday, October 29  7:00 p.m. 16 

                       Thank the Lord as He continues to strengthen the hearts of His people  

through the Word and they in turn respond with their gifts of love. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Thrivent Choice lets you help choose where some of Thrivent Financials charitable outreach funds go. Eligible members 

are designated Choice Dollars based on their insurance premium, contract values, and Thrivent volunteer leadership.  

Thrivent members who received emails or letters in the mail with ñxò number of dollars can designate their ñChoice  

Dollarsò to Grace now if they choose.   

Eligible members may call Thrivent (800-847-4836) and say, ñThrivent Choice.ò  If you have a computer, you may go  

on-line at www.thrivent.com.  For the organization search,  use only this information: ñGraceò ñ55075ò ñMinnesota.ò   

This will help you find our church in the listing.   

The program will continue to be available for eligible benefit members by calling 1-800-847-4836 (at the beginning of a 

new year or quarterly in January, April, July, and October) to again direct your designated Choice Dollars. Since the  

program began, we have received $27,944.00.  Thank you! 

Page 10 

Funds That Are Currently Available  

for Contributions  

Endowment 

Christian Education Tuition Assistance 

 Outreach Support 

 WELS Ministry Training 

Scholarship 

Tuition Assistance 

Alms 

Anniversary Celebration 

Major Repair Project (on hand $7,556.92) 

Boiler Repair Fund 

Air Conditioning Replacement Fund  

Aluminum   

Please continue to collect and then drop off your aluminum cans.  The proceeds benefit 

the youth programs of our congregation.  Deposit the aluminum in the large grey/green 

ñstorage shedò under the fire escape behind the church garage by sliding the roof away 

from you.   

Please do not leave items near the alley by themselves because others will help themselves to the cans.   

        Finance Secretary Report ï October 2018 
 

 

October General Fund Receipts $14,407.00 

Monthly Average Needed to Meet Our  

Projected Budget 

$18,606.92 

  

YTD General Fund Receipts $158,686.50 

YTD Average Needed to Meet Our  

Projected Budget 

$186,069.17 

  

YTD Total Receipts 2018 $182,663.14 

YTD Total Receipts 2017 $208,877.93 
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2018 Church Envelopes 

Next yearôs envelopes will be on the white table near the 

elevator starting on Sunday, December 2.  Please do not 

begin to use them until the first of January, 2019.  We 

are re-numbering this year; therefore your envelope 

number will be different possibly. Also, the lost and 

found items are on the same  table.  Please take a minute 

to check if anything belongs to you. 

The ladies groups invite all the 

women of the congregation to 

come to our annual Christmas 

party in the event room at  

Concord Lanes.  

This get-together will be on Tuesday, December 4, at 

5:30 p.m. for a chicken dinner. The meal charge will be 

$12.00. If you are able, please bring an unwrapped gift 

for Neighbors, Inc. child or teen.   

For reservations, sign up on the sheet which is on a 

clipboard on the table by the elevator or please call 

church office as soon as possible.  Concord Lanes is  

located in South St. Paul at 365 Concord North.  

The church office is taking orders for poinsettias which 

beautify our church for Christmas.  

Glassing Florist confirmed he will be keeping the prices 

the same as last year.  The 6 1/2 inch, available in red, 

pink, or white, are $14.00.  The larger, 8 1/2 inch pot, 

available in red, pink, and white are $21.00.   

The deadline for ordering will be Monday, December 3.  

These will all be delivered for display on Sunday,  

December 16.  

After Christmas, you may take your plant home or call 

the church office (651-451-1035) to make other  

arrangements. 

We are continuing Graceôs annual  tradition of the two  

Mitten Trees.  They are set up on each side of the guest 

book in the upper narthex for our donation collections.   

We will be gathering unwrapped gifts for various age 

groups (including teenagers) until Sunday, December 9, 

when all the donations will be taken to Neighbors, Inc.  

during that coming week. 

The Church Council has authorized door offerings on 

December 9, 12, and 16, for our needy families here at 

Grace.  If you are able to contribute, there will be a 

basket by the steps leading to the front doors.  You 

may also use your special offering envelope.  Please 

mark for ñneedy familiesò. 

If you would like to identify a family who would 

benefit from these gifts, please speak with the pastor.   

Thank you! 

The Sunday School Children will have two practices in  

December for the Christmas service.  The dates are  

Sunday, December 9 and also Sunday, December 16.  The 

time is 11:15 to 1:30. Lunch will be provided. 

They will help tell the story of Jesusô birth at our 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday service on December 23.  

The youth programs want to thank 

everyone who ordered wreaths and 

swags.  These programs are also 

very thankful for your prayers,  

donations, and other support! 
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Grace Lutheran Girl Pioneers (plus 1 boy) 
December 2018 

November has flown by! We only managed to sew at 

one Sundayôs meeting. The three older children are 

making a camping roll to keep their shampoo,  

sunscreen, bug spray, toothbrush, tooth paste, etc. in for when they go 

camping or even for a sleepover or other trip. The two younger girls 

made hand sewn really cute little purses.  

On the 18th with a lot of muscles and awesome teamwork we brought 

all the food donations upstairs and set it up. Great work everyone! 

December will be all about home/hand made gifts for their loved ones 

for Christmas. 

After the Christmas program practices on December 9 and 

16, the Pioneers will meet from 1:15 ï 2:45 p.m. 

Merry Christmas! 

Beth Stroschein, Caravan Counselor 

Lori Neujahr, Leader 

Golden Agers invites you on December 20!  

Grace Church has a group called the Golden Agers for anyone who is over 55.  This group 

meets at noon on the third Thursday of each month.  It is a wonderful time for fellowship 

as well as the enjoyment of a delicious hot meal.  We have a good mix of both men and women.  Pastor 

also joins us for some spiritual enrichment.  

We want to show our fabulous cooks appreciation for making and serving our monthly meals plus some free time to enjoy 

their holiday; therefore our December meal will be a turkey dinner catered by Magnolias Restaurant.  The cost will be 

$10.00.  Social time will be from 11:30 to 12:00. The meal will be served at 12:00 p.m.  We need 30 people for this dinner!  

Please invite a church friend and join us at noon in the Fellowship Hall on the 20th.  Mark your calendars. See you then! 

The Golden Agers would love to have more of Graceôs members join them.   

Evangelism Committee 

The Evangelism Committee 

met on November 20, 2018.  

The meeting opened with 

prayer.  The minutes from 

our last meeting were read 

and approved. 

The Thanksgiving banner 

has been hung on the outside of church.  The 

Christmas banner will be hung next. 

We discussed pictures and Bible verses to be 

used on invitations for our newcomers list. 

We practiced the evangelism resource, Godôs 

Great Exchange. 

We discussed On the Road Again.  We had put 

Bible verses on Styrofoam boxes used to take 

bars home.  Assorted laminated Bible verses  

were given with each individual bar. 

We continued reading in the book entitled,  

Fusion. 

The meeting closed with prayer.  Our next  

meeting will be Tuesday, December 18, 2018. 

Respectfully submitted,   

Lori Neujahr 

 

Food Drive        Thank you to all the generous donors!  

Jesus Cares Ministries 

Crown of Life Church in West St. Paul is  

starting Jesus Cares Ministries on Thursday, December 13.  This is a 

special Christmas  

devotion for people with special needs.  It  

begins at 6:30 p.m. with crafts, snacks, followed by a 20 minute in-

teractive Christmas message concluding at 7:30 p.m. The church is 

located at 115 Crusader Ave.  For questions, contact Crown of Life 

Church at 651-451-3832. 



 

St. Andrewôs Lutheran Preschool 

St. Andrewôs Church has a preschool for 3-, 

4-, and 5-year-olds.   

To register or to discuss before/after school 

care, please contact Nicole Grunwald at  

651-459-3021.  The school is located at 1001 

Holley in St. Paul Park. 

    Pastor Dan Lindner           True North WELS   

    LindnerDan@hotmail.com    Campus Ministry    
    Office   612-379-4296          www.truenorthwels.org 

All college students in the Twin Cities  

are invited to join True North WELS Campus Ministries Sunday worship opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students, please check the website (www.truenorthwels.org) for the latest news and updates. 
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Address  1313 5th St E #328  

   Box 33 

   Minneapolis, MN  55414 

SCHOOL NEWS 

St. Croix Lutheran Academy 
1200 Oakdale Avenue in West St. Paul 

651-455-1521 

Upcoming Events for December 

       7 No schoolðCrusader for a Day 

       8 Christmas dance 7:30 p.m. 

     13 Middle School Christmas Concert  6:30 p.m. 

      21 High School Christmas Concert  7:00 p.m. 

  Christmas BreakðDecember 24 to January 7, 2019 

Crown of Life School, West St. Paul (WSP) 

December 

            3   Lego Club  

        6   PTN Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

             7   Crusader for a Day 

      Good Samaritan 

               9   Choristers sing 10:30 WSP. 

      12   Grades 3 & 4 sing 4:00 WSP 

      14   Matins & Panera 

      20   Early dismissal at 11:30/ Christmas break begins 

      21   Faculty In-service 

      23   Childrenôs Christmas Service 8:00 & 10:30 WSP 

School resumes January 7, 2019 

Martin Luther College (MLC)  

New Ulm 

December 

      1   MLC Christmas Concert 7:30 p.m. 

 2   MLC Christmas Concert 4:00 p.m. 

 6-8   Tip Off Tournament  

 7-8   Trifles and Lafayette No. 1   7:30 p.m.  

 9   Trifles and Lafayette No. 1   2:00 p.m.  

    13   Midyear Commencement Service  

  10:00 a.m.ðOur member, Rachel       

Hartwig, will graduate.  

 Semester BreakðDecember 14 to January 9 

Remember to visit, call, and pray for our  

members that are homebound. 

10:00 a.m. Worship Service  

St. Johnôs Lutheran Church 

610 Broadway St NE   Minneapolis, MN  55413 

http://www.truenorthwels.org
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Something To Make You Smile 

Craft Day in November 

It was so nice to hear all the chatter of approximately 

a dozen or more women for craft day on Saturday, 

November 10.  We were not able to meet for a couple 

of months so we needed to get back in our grooves.  

One of the first things was to re-organize the back 

room to refresh us on the quilting projects. 

Various things were being worked on.  One gal 

needed advice on a couple of quilts and materials she 

needed.  Another was sewing with her machine on 

quilts she was making. A couple were tying, a couple 

were sewing, a couple were making fleece pillows, 

and one gal was sorting buttons for ornaments.  

We almost had an entire sugar lunch but a few gals 

came to our rescue. Whew!  Even so, no one would 

have complained.  We want to thank ñice cream treat 

manò for taking care of us so sweetly. It is so much 

fun getting together for this fellowship time. 

The afternoon went by quickly and we will meet 

again on the second Saturday of the month: December 

8.  Christmas is coming soon.  Maybe bring a craft/

gift you are working on and join us.  We have lots of 

tables to use for spreading out projects. Perhaps you 

just need to get away from the house and want to visit.  

Come join us.  Stay for an hour or even all day.  

Whatever works for your schedule. There is no boss, 

no dues; just time to spend with fellow Christian  

ladies.  Coffee pot is on too! 

Brenda 

Changes in Membership at Grace 
 

God in His infinite wisdom has called to Himself in 

heaven the soul of our dear sister, Vicki Ward.  

Vicki passed away on Saturday, November 10.  Her 

memorial service was on Friday, November 16, here 

at church. 

The Council met on Tuesday, November 13, and 

accepted the transfer of Robin and Patricia  

Schroeder from St. Johnôs in Hastings, Minnesota. 

Welcome Robin and Patricia! 

 Faithful Friends of Grace 

A meeting was held on Tuesday, November 6, at 6:30 p.m. for 

the ladies of Grace congregation.   Pastor had a short devotion 

about change.  Sometimes it is good to have a change but the 

Word of God never changes. 

The first business for this group was to name the new  

organization.  Twenty-four names were presented from the idea 

box and also verbally that evening.  The ladies settled on  

Faithful Friends of Grace. 

Discussion was held for the On the Road Again.  The funds 

were down due to not being near the church, poor location by 

Central Square, and poor weather.  The sales of  the donated 

bars, water, and pop totaled $358.00.  More discussion was 

held on charging more for the bars or to make a smaller size 

next year. 

The Young Peopleôs Society gave the ladies groups money to 

purchase something for the kitchen.  It was decided the coffee 

servers needed to be replaced.   Twenty servers were voted and 

approved for purchase. 

The Scholarship Committee is putting $700.00 towards our 

three high school studentsô tuition at St. Croix Lutheran  

Academy. 

Christmas cheer was also decided.  A $50.00 gift card from 

Target will be purchased and given towards the adopt a family 

program at Christian Life Ministry. The other Christmas gifts 

will be given to Mission for Visually Impaired, the staff here at 

Grace, Jesus Cares Ministry, and Neighbors Inc. 

The officers for this new organization are Shelly Forester as 

president, Shelli Beck as vice-president, Kelly Hemmelman as 

secretary, and Donna Hartwig as the treasurer. 

This meeting of thirteen ladies was closed with the Lordôs 

Prayer. 

Following the meeting, the hostess had a wonderful  

celebration-style snacks and beverages. 

When my daughter, Kelli, said her bedtime prayers, she would 

bless every family member, every friend, and every animal 

(current and past.)  For several weeks, after we had finished the 

nightly prayer, Kelli would say, ñAnd all girls.ò 

This soon became part of her nightly routine, to include this 

closing.  My curiosity got the best of me and I asked her, 

ñKelli, why do you always add the part about all girls?ò 

Her response, ñBecause everybody always finish their prayers 

by saying óAll Menô!ò 


